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With stone crab traps coming up empty recently, prices have gone up about 33 percent in the past month. 


People are panicking, P 
prices are soaring; 
‘I need crabs’ 


By MICHAEL Mayo 
Staff writer 
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Stone crab season started bounti- 
fully despite Hurricane Irma’s dev- 
astation, but the claws have mys- 
teriously gone scarce in recent 
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by a Florida Keys fisherman shows 
barnacles coating dead lobsters and 
crabs inside. Typically, live stone 
crabs are trapped and released after 
one claw is removed during the Oct. 
15-May 15 season. 

“This is bad,’ said Greg D’Agos- 
tino, general manager of Keys Fish- 
eries in Marathon, which operates a 
fleet of 24 crabbing vessels and pro- 
vides crabs to Joe’s Stone Crab 
restaurant in Miami Beach. 

Scientists and crabbers have 


S. Florida 
Irma debris 
almost gone 


FEMA to get $200M bill; Dade’s haul 
alone would stretch to Tucson, Ariz. 


By SKYLER SWISHER | Staff writer 

After three months, South Florida is just about fin- 
ished cleaning up the mess Hurricane Irma left. 

Cities are making the final passes through neighbor- 
hoods, picking up the last piles of debris from the storm 
that struck South Florida Sept. 10. 

Fears abounded shortly after Irma hit that debris 
piles could linger for as long as six months. The massive 
number of trees downed by Irma and Hurricane Har- 
vey in Texas caused a labor shortage for cities. 

Rotting and smelly rubbish prompted angry letters 
to elected officials, and health officials expressed con- 
cerns that piles could harbor rodents and vermin if left 
too long. 

Miami-Dade County should have its collection effort 
completed within 10 days. The city of Hollywood ex- 
pects to finish its efforts this weekend. 

“Tt was a complicated cleanup,” said Joann Hussey, a 
Hollywood spokeswoman. “Because of our mature tree 
canopy, we were really hard hit. We are glad the light is 
at the end of the tunnel.” 


See DEBRIS, 10A 


weeks. The shortage has left crab- 
bers, seafood stores and consumers 
in a pinch before the high-demand 
holiday season. 

“We're all trying to figure out 
what happened to them,” Chris 
Culbreth, general manager at Cat- 
fish Dewey’s restaurant in Fort Lau- 
derdale, said Thursday. “The traps 


Claws that were $17.99 a pound in 
November are now $23.99 a 
pound. 


just started coming up empty.” 

Not just empty but also covered 
in barnacles, crab industry veterans 
said. Footage posted on Facebook 


been speculating on the cause, with 
possible culprits including warm 
weather and heavy rainfall in No- 
vember, large freshwater release 
from Lake Okeechobee and canals 
disrupting the crop, and even last 
week’s super moon. The industry 


See CRAB, 10A 
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Hollywood sanitation code compliance officer 
Lawrence Pedrosa oversees the removal of Irma debris. 


DUI manslaughter convict 
jailed after 14 years on run 


Driver killed woman, 
then fled to Bahamas 


By ERIKA PESANTES 
Staff writer 


Trent Albury was handed a 
prison sentence for killing a 
woman in a DUI crash, but 
when it came time to turn him- 
self in, he cut off his ankle 
bracelet and fled to the Baha- 
mas, where he lived for the 
past 14 years. 

This week, Albury’s free- 
dom finally came to an end, 
when he was extradited to 


Trent Albury: 13-year sentence 


South Florida to begin his long- 
postponed 13-year sentence for 
a DUI manslaughter convic- 
tion after running a red light 
while high on the “date rape” 
drug GHB. The May 26, 2000, 
crash ended the life of Dawn 


See ALBURY, 10A 


Regulators overturn 
‘net neutrality’ rules 


The Federal Communications Com- 
mission voted 3-2 Thursday to restore 
what its chairman called “light-touch” 
regulation to the internet. Story, 2A. 
What the decision means to you. 2A 
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Rubio joins tax plan holdouts 


Republican Sen. Marco Rubio seeks 
expanded child credit in GOP bill, de- 
priving leaders of crucial backing. 3A 


Putin: Probes hurt only U.S. 


Russian president Vladimir Putin reaf- 
firms his denial of interference in the 
2016 U.S. presidential election. 8A 


Scott’s influence over 
supreme court on hold 


Ruling keeps in limbo 
who'll replace justices 


By GRAY ROHRER 
Staff writer 


TALLAHASSEE — The Flor- 
ida Supreme Court ruled 
Thursday it is too soon to deter- 
mine whether Gov. Rick Scott 
will be able to reshape the 
state’s highest court on his last 
day in office. 

The decision means there 
could be a constitutional crisis if 
Scott and his successor both try 
to appoint replacements for 


three retiring justices. 

By a 6-1 vote, the court said a 
case brought by the League of 
Women Voters wasn’t eligible 
for review because Scott had 
not acted yet. 

“Until some action is taken by 
the Governor, the matter the 
League seeks to have resolved is 
not ripe, and this Court lacks 
jurisdiction,’ the ruling states. 

The League asked the 
Supreme Court to decide the 
issue after Scott said he has the 
power to appoint the successors 
of Justices Barbara Pariente, 


See JUSTICES, 10A 
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CHINESE = 
LANTERN : 


FESTIVAL 


CENTRAL BROWARD 
REGIONAL PARK 


800+ Handcrafted Lanterns ° Live Kung Fu Coaching & Performances « Shadow Puppetry 
Mainland China Folk Artists * Variety of Asian Cuisines ° Dinosaur Rides & More! 


ChineseLanternFestival.com 
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